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Project History

= CLIR Hidden Collections Processing Grant 2014-2016
= XTF Access System

= User testing exposed limited systems

= Trouble demonstrating value and expanding use

= CLIR Digitization Grant 2017-2018

= Potential for computational use

= Need for web application framework




MURDER [ 742710/
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Adam Hackett

M. Watt Espy Papers

= 33,000 sides of index cards

= Over 115,000 pages of reference materials
= Copies of Correctional Records
= Copies of newspapers and published sources

= Written notes

Jhe Charieston News A& Courier 0-19-{1010 ’




ADAM and JUNE, Jslaves 7-13-1560,

AalFAED JUNES - We hear thst it has now EK
tted this horrible deed on

of Mr, Jones' own negroes

that they murdered him,

1HE MULLEHRER OF
been ascertained who co
saturday night lsst, Twc
it 13 seld confessed yeater
lt 3eens that two or three 3 previous to his aurder,
¥r, Jonea gave one of his negroes (adam) & whipping snd
that the negro then 3sid 'it would be the laat one he

would ever give him," and persuaded another boy to hold
his muster's horse, while ne knocked him on the head

with an axe, 7The two negroes, we understand, will be

burned to dust on Friday, the 16th ins
SCUTHERAN STaTESMAN, Prattville, Als,,

3-c4-1860

1EACH, William Earl and SMITH, Joo

Leach,a 22-year-old white native of Knoxville, Tenn., was serving a
two year sentence at the Florida State Prison for breaking and en-
terning, while Smith, a 2l-year-old white native of St, Augustine
was serving & six month sentence in the NEXK same penitentiary for
entering a St, Augustine truck for the purpose of stealing beer.
They were cell-mates in the punishment block where they had been
sent for an infraction of prison rules and theylecided that one
way in which they might become "big men" at the prison was by
kklling sanecne, They decided that they would kill the next man
assigned to their cell, In July, 1959, Duke D, Clsen, 22-years-
old, and sentenced to ‘wo yoars from Miami for narcotics was
placed in their cell, Neither Leach nor Smith had everx seen BLE
Olsen befare, but the first night, they throttled him with a hand-
kerchiaf and then slit his throat with a spoon the
xoope handle of which they had sharpened into a knife, Both were
convicted and sentenced to dea th and when the U, S, Supreme Court
?ﬁuﬁl& raview their case, they were both electrocuted on Sept,
) .

PRICE, William

Price, a black man, was walking on a deserted road near Sweet Springs,)
Saline County, Mo,, on Nov, 18, 1890, when he encountered two SEEEK
white women, Mrs, Amelia Ninas, and her niece, Miss Anna Ninas,

Price, who had been drinking, made an indecent proposal to thwe two
women and when the fled, he pursued them and overtook Miss Amnna Ninss,
who he trhough to the ground and, after overcoming her pesistence,
raped, . The aunt sought help and vhen Price heard a rescue party
approaching, he fled but was captured three hours dater and subsecue
1y identified by both women, .There was strong sentiment for lyhshing
him but it was finally decided to hold him for the actien of the
courts, In Feb,, 1891, Miss Ninas was married to a well-to-do farmer
to whom ghe had been engaged prier to the assault, but as t.tm tine
approached for the trial, she b inecr desp ovar‘;he
prospects of having te appear as & witness against Price and '.est.b Yy
as Lo the details of the assault, and on March 15, 1891, shortly ;z
fore the trial was to begin, she comm itted suicide by v.akmge:r:h“c
A% his trial, Price meintained that he was innocent and claim

he was drink-
another black man had suggested the °’n°d":u$a‘:'dj‘{‘fm;°;h; oter man

but that he had forgotten about it an
‘hl: actuslly carried it out, Ris conviction, rendered by a Jury whicl

ALDER , Wi1l4sm Wallsce, Marele b,(972

- oot~
Calder, a ¢ white man, lived with his step-father, mother and
younger Lrother, Jimmy, in Fergus Co., Mont, ¥or a time he had been
»een employed as a sheep herder by Farquhar McRas ang elderly and
voll-to~do Fergus Co. rancher., Calder spent some time in both
H1llings and Bozeman and whilse in Bozeman had became frisndly with
Jamos 511 Fisher, a plano player in a bordello, Calder asked Fisher
Lo visit him on the ranch owned by his father-in-law and there Fisher
ot Jimgy Calder and an intimate relationship between the two devele
ped in which they slept. together. Both, however, were under the
jordnation of William zllﬂar. On Sept, 2k, 1898, they eccompanied
dm to the McRao ranch. ﬂ“&llmmhsd\d.th“dhe,hehptnot-
doning for his brother and Fisher to shoot the old man, n they
wd failed to sct for about 20 mimutes, Calder walked over and took
ne of their pistols and killed Moflae by shooting him in the forehead.
hey wrapped the body in a quilt and fragged it to the MoRae cabin
there they hid it, then sought out John Allen, the herder, who
s watching the McRas sheep and Cllder shot and killed him, The
wrning, they set out driving the sheep cut of state to sell they,
taking the bodies of their two victims in a wagon. Tha t night,

—

ORNMOND, Dan Je [&/@//79‘/
Ormond, a LE~yoar-old native of Oarmany, lived at Alfurd, Jackson
Co., Florida, In 1937 he was sentanced %o a bricf term in the Jack-]
eon County Prison for oarrying a concealed woapon, At the tims of
his conviction, ha voiced threats against 6Q-yaar-old Honry Bradloy
ard threa other Alford residonta who had testifiod against him but
nothing was thought of it at tho time, Shortly after Urmond's re-
lease, Eradley was shot in the head with a 12 guage shotgun and
killed, Ommond, who had been sson in the vieinity of the crime,
w38 irmediately suspected and he was captured tha next day at
Bayou Georgo where he was living, Ormond resisted arrest and was
shot in the shoulder before he was taken into custody, At his
trial he denied his guilt, refused tha use of the court appointed
Attorney and served as his own advocate, Convicted and seatenced
to die, his execution was delayted bocause Florida Cov, Ired P.
Cons agreed with his contention that he had not roceived fair
z&az ‘mFavzu of his reputation in the county and refused to sign
6atl warrant dur: his administra . C
pla ced as Governor, :JM'C warrant wag u&fﬁ'w“&}ﬁrﬁa:":z::&o-
cuted on Oots 6, 19L1, He protested his immocence until the end

CRUMADY, James

Crumady, a 25-year-old Colquitt Co,, Ga,, black man, had began his
oriminal carear at the age of 13 and had mmerous arrests on his
meocord for burglary and petit larceny. He decided to leave Ueorgia
and go first to Florida and then to Cuba, To finance his trip, he
entared the store owned by George Burt, a white man, with the inton-
tion of burglarizing it. Burt, who lived on the premises, was awnkon
ed by the noise and when he went to the front to investigate it,
Grumady shot and killed him with & shotgun, Aftar ransacking the
store and living quarters and teking everything that he could find

of value, he set fire to the building in an offort to concel the
crine, friod, convicted and sentenced to death, he confessed before
his exscution, stating that he was drunk at the time,66
electrocuted at the Georgia State Prison on May 17, 1929,

MOULTRIE OBSERVER, Moultrie, Georgla, May 2li, 1929
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JAMES, Mildred Louis

Mrs, James, alias Mildred Louise Johnson, was a young black woman who
lived with her law husband in a2 V4 %, Miss,, home rented
from Miss Amnie Laura Conklin, an elderly white woman who lived om
McRaven Avenue just outside the city limits of Vicksburg, Wwhen she
paid her rent and after she had received a sign receipt one afternoon
in 15k3, Mrs, James got inte an argument with Miss Conklin and bludg-
eoned her to death using a stick of wood, a fire poker and fire tongs,
The body was discovered that evening amd Mrs, James who had earlier
been arrested on a charge of drunkeness became a suspect when it was
learned that she had been seen in Niss Conklin's yard twice that
afterncon, Her purse was searched and a bloody blouse, in the pocket
of which was Miss Conklin's signed receipt, was found, Blood was

also found on her shoes and she confeased, implicating her commen-law
husband and father-in-law, She showed officers where she had hidden
Miss Conklin's receipt book and all three were indicted, Vhen she
appeared for trial, she exonerated the two men and said that she alone
had surdered the woman, Her convictidn and the sentence of death
were appealed to the Mississippi Supreme Court and affirmed and on
May 19, 19LL, she became the first woman in Mississippi to be electro-

MEYERS, Ssmuel Peter

Msyers, a white man, was the son of Mr, and Mra, Christian C. Meyers
Mrs, Moyers owned a house and lot in Garrett, Scmerset Co., Pa,, and
when she died, Meyers felt that the property should go to him, How=
ever, under Pennsylvania law, his father had a life interest in the
property and Mr. Mayers decided to move into the house himself, The
son objected to this and when Mr, Meyers arrived to take possession,
he €ound that his son had removed the d ocors and windows, storing
them in a barn behind the house, Mr, Meyers hired two workmen,
Michael Carney and Rudolph Baker, to replace the doors and windows,
While they were working, the son sppeared and demanded to know what
was happering and when his father told him, he laft in a ¥x£f rage,
Ha borrowed a shotgun from a friend and returned shortly afterwards
to pursue the argument, C&rnoytum-dhinbankonhyeuw starte
odtoﬂﬂko!fllﬂ&h.ymgnnd\othh&nhback,ﬂninghu
instantly, Meyers then ran into a vacant house noarby and tock re-
SE; g::ﬁ:;; A mob gatheroed and the situation was threatening
445 e 1ot Lenha ace by his brother John

fake Feye wﬂm .EE‘E'&,{. starfSd™np REAEVE 1R,

ppeared and fired
shotgun directly into the face of John uma'kﬁnnﬁmru%.

THROST, Earl

Throst, a you
Iowa, where b
Magnuson, Tt
to him, had n
tions to anot
school house
sider and go
followed her
He picked up
used it to bl
ville where h
was captured
At his trial,
case was ¥NXX
the judgement
March 9, 1923
R, ‘e ebalion
destroyed, ex
son, When th

IEACH, William Barl and SMITH, Joe

Leach,a 22-year-old white native of Xnoxvills, Tenn,, was serving a
two year sentence at the Florida State Prison for breaking and en-
terning, while Smith, a 2l-year-old whita native of St, Augustine
was serving a six month sentence in the XENE same penitentiary for
entering a 3t, Augustine truck for the purpose of stealing beer,
They were cell-mates in the punishment block where they had been
sent for an infraction of prison rules and theydecided that one
way in which they might become "big men" at the prison was by
kklling sameone, They decided that they would kill the next man
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CRAIG, Charles

Craig, a 3U~-year-old black plasterer, was living at Riddle Mills, Xy.,
whon he met A woman named Anna Johnson Crock. Shortly afterwards, her
husband died and, though she was nevermacharged with his murder, she
was balisved to have poisoned him. She and Oraig began living toge-
ther and moved to Cynthiana where he killed a man named George Currier
who had accused him of Stealing turkeys by stabbing., They meved to
Covington where he was arrested and he served four years in the Kentu-
cky State Prison for murder. After his releass, they moved to Cinci-
nnati, Chio, where he reswmed hi$ Yrade, She began seeing another
man and finally they agreed to saparate and divided their belongings,
- ¥
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MOOT, Jobn Novamber 13, 1781

Moody and another man, Lawrence Marr, were hired by Benedict Arnold
after he had turned traitor to raid the office of the Secretary of
the (ongress and steal the books and papers of the Congress. They
were captured and tried for spying, Both were convicted and sen~
tenced to death, Marr was respited but Moody was hanged in Phila-
delphia on Nov. 13, 1781.
SCAFFOLD AND CHAIR by Teeters.
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MORCAK, Janes

Morgan, & 5l-year-old Negro native of Mississippl purchased a ticket
from Chicago, I1l,, to Mentpelier, Chio, on the Wabash Railroad on
June 12, 1918, When the train reached Montpelier, he refused to
leave and locked himself in the toilet c + The 60-year-old
passenger conductor, Alex EEEK Grant of Detroit, Mich,, called in to
Morgan and, told hin that he would have to pay additlonal fare or
leave the train, Grant told him t he was out of money and intendad
to ride on to Detroit without paying, Orant stood up on a ssat and

looked XXXE through the transom to see the man who refused to pay
il M T g hatuean the aves.  ¥4114ke him

<
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Computational Analysis and the Death Penalty
= Furman v. Georgia (1972)
= Gregg v. Georgia, etc. (1976)
= Marvin Wolfgang and Marc Riedel Study (1973) and Maxwell v. Bishop
= David Baldus-led Georgia Study

= McCleskey v. Kemp (1987)
= Found "racially disproportionate impact"

= Invalidated statistical analysis for 14" amendment
= Batson v. Kentucky (1986)

= Miller-El v. Dretke (2005)



Executions in the U.S. 1608-2002: The Espy File

= University of Alabama project funded by NSF (1984)

= Found over 15,000 executions by the state since Colonial Jamestown
= Espy not confident in coding practices

= Blackman and McLaughlin, “The Espy File on American Executions: User Beware” Homicide
Studies 15(3) (2011)

= |nter-University Consortium for Political and Social Research (ICPSR)

= They are nice




Digitization Process

B02_CA_000244a tif
BO2_CA_000245a.tif
B02_CA_000245h. tif
B02_CA_000246a.tif
B02_CA_000247a.tif
B02_CA_000247b.tif
B02_CA 000247 c.tif

B02_CA 000248a.tf

B02_CA_000248b tif
B02 CA_000249a.tif

B02_CA_000250a.tif




Samvera Repository

= Rails web application framework

= Enables API Development
= Public access to Espy data
= Support automated born-digital workflows

= Connect with ArchivesSpace API
= MVC framework
= Data Modeling

= Solr indexing server

= Enables modern searching users are familiar with




Espy Metadata Creation Tool

= Rails application
= “Ramp up” plan for repository implementation and maintenance

= Makes connections between 4 difference sources
= Small Index Cards
= Large Index Cards
= Reference Material

= Espy File data from ICPSR
= Create new Espy Records backed by Data Model
= Make the computer do the boring work

= Focus on intellectual process of metadata creation



Espy Metadata

wv Link Reference Material - South Carolina, H, J

Haggins Pays
Death Penalty,
Denying Guilt

Last Words Of Convicted
Slayer Of Rock Hill
Man Were Declaration
Of Innocence

_Talmadge Haggins, the con-

victed slayer of Oliver Ben-

jamin  Powers, 23-year-old

Rock Hill taxi driver, died at

" 7:07 a. m. last Friday morning|

in the electric chair at the

_.South_Carolina_state peniten-

tiary in Columbia. His last
words were a protestation of
his innocence.

“I wish somebody would tell the
boy’s mother that I didn't do the
crime,” sald Haggins. “I  wish
somebody would ask her to bless
me like I asked my mother to bless
her boy. And I want to thank
the Governor for all he did for
me."

Several Lancaster people were
in the group of about fifty peo-
ple who witnessed the execution,
filing into the death chamber at
6:55 a. m. A s

Hagglns entered from the death
cell block at 7:04 a. m., singing a
Negro spiritual, possibly inspired
by the hymnal which he left in
his cell, the cover of which bore
the words: Lord, open Thou my
lips and my mouth shall show
forth Thy pralse.”

He was strapped Into the lethal
chair by Capt. R. Fuller Goodman
of the penitentiary and trusties.
His last words were directed to
Captain Goodman, after he asked:
“Is Undertaker Robinson here?"

The crucifix which he held in
his left hand was removed, and,
following a final check by State
Electriclan 8. W. Cannon, the
switch was thrown and 2,300 volts
passed through Huaggins' body.

The deadly current remained on
for three minutes and 38 seconds,
alternating between 600 and 2,300
volts. Haggins was pronounced
dead at 7:07 n. m.

‘The dead body of Oliver Ben-

jumin Powers was  found near

Folder: South Carolina, H, J

Filename: B35_F014_000002.jpg

Used check: X

C' Rotate Image

B35_F014_000002.jpg ==

B35_F014.000001jpg =

ha g( % Link Item

hagan dan - KY
Used check:

hager (sherron) - NJ

haggerty john - PA Last name:
haggins talmadge - SC

Date
execution:

Race:
Sex:
State: v

County name:




Espy Metadata Espy Records ¥ ICPSR Index Cards Big Cards ¥ PDFs ~

v Make Espy Records - SC

Select a State: SC v
e X X Ignore
HAGGINo, Talmadge April 18, 1947
Hagglns, one-armed black, electrocuted t h

)

®

vy 4 =
il LILE
~

south Carolina state Prison (Lancaster Co.)
on 4pril 1o, 1947, for the murder of Benjamin
Oliver iFowers sidr. ol iRock“HYILl, 235-ye:

E wnite Taxl Driver,
~ “ )~ 1 o A \ o — -~ o A
366 >U. BOOK ana e & ¢ uiJ.J.k) ,.‘.;‘.‘\J(,.f;) U

re old

haggins talmadge - SC|

Icpsr:
450592
Name:

Date execution:

Age:

Race:

Sex:

Execution method:
State:

State abbreviation:

County name:

Used check: X

Talmadge Haggins

1947-04-18

Black

Male
Electrocution
South Carolina
SC

Lancaster




Espy Metadata Espy Records ¥ ICPSR Index Cards Big Cards

Make Espy Record

HAGGINs, Talmadge April 18, 1947 € Make Espy Record HaGGINs, Talusdge, Dlack, elec. 3G (Lancaster) 4-18-1947
Haggins, one-armed black, electrocuted at the —
south Carolina otate Prison (Lancaster Co.) Record type Sourced v lepsr 450592 = ]Tt; — —
on april 18, 1947, for the murder of Benjamin ] agems Will
Powera, Jr,, of Rock Hill, 23-yeare old . [ 1cpsr [ Bi Ds \
Taxi Driver, at Talmad st Haggi - et ’D'c Iy S
name almacge name sl e This Fri |
; b i 5 3 Index o =B l’l‘l(';l)’ [
2€€ LU DBOOXK alld M zlne LACEIrpPLs, 1 S |
. — o Slayer Of Taxi Driver To|
Date execution 2 10,7 04 18 []lcpsr |_|Big | e o
L L 15 Crime — Con
D [ ] L] Ref | Here In Febry Ji‘ |
Index ! se Haggins, negro|
: Benjamin  Oliver |
p— — . Jr, of Ro i, will
Date crime ca. | [tepee [ |Big f ot ly e
L L [in the cleetri
D Ref |state pe; |
L] L bia this Friday m . The|
Index - hour of an ol()cr;:—r;c'u!rc’;ynf
D ™, . : ’;;ﬁ’i:cnrnnuncod publicl
) . n advance but jt g
OCR Fixed: Age my | Ll LB before dsybreak that the
' | Ref alty is enforceq,
HsGGIN3, Talmadge April 18, 1947 Haggins, one-armed black, Index o 5
. . . by
electrocuted at the ssuth Csrolina State Prison (Lancaster Co.} on April 18, — = 008
z . c 2 . been
1947, for the murder of Genjamin Oliver Powers, Jr., of Rock Hill, 23-year0 Sex Male o | [M]lepsr L_|Big o
old white Taxi Driver. 366 3G. Book and Magazine Excerpts. L |_|Ref iter it to
Index o
Race Black o | A lepsr L_|Big of e
Ref i B W‘l"‘l?lcn'umb'n, loslag
L L ; ;oexelii yor?"rl}i’wﬁi’ﬁ!;':ﬁ" hed '
Index ".":‘?,‘;‘%'i‘:“i fzfﬁiir“t-n“.i!i‘fft.‘.";s"‘?.’z{':n"f
vl =" |8 e ‘i o s 2nd forced her ]
Crime o | [lepsr |_|Big W e
Murder B [ |Ref ]
Index
NCRI0 was trled ¢ . :
. 5 — — i, of Genernl ges.
Slave ] [tepsr [ ]Big Compensation [ | [V]lepsr | _|Big S iy
»y & White native of Memphis, Tenn., was L] [ ]Ref case L] | |Ref o"'f”&’3157?‘:3::"3,[.5:';"{;:r
he black sheep son of a respectable far Index Index e
> ended in divorce, he marri .
di €, he married a wi ith two small childre £
2 i Lo 9 So h two small children ” [ [ |Bi
»:ET. .;r:v,%? éiﬂf@&s‘m fO\:I.JG out that Brenish had not inten- Execution Electrocution v ;lcPsr =B|g | @ R
o w08 bul. expected to- live off her earnings as a chamber- Ref a,%cMIuS@ JM /Z’
it 'he Clarention Hotel, she left him and moved with her children method Ind o
ok o 3 = _ = - o =] o) _-m‘ ch iaren ndex 7
lernando Stree On the night of July 5, 1889, Bre- | %/5 /?L////J
aY 2 an _al17.. ) T y_ o




BLE DESCRIPTION LIST

Metadata Decisions

= Espy File data demonstrated creators’
priorities, values, and mental framing VI Name of Offender
that are inappropriate or conflict with Ve Blace of Execution
our own V9 Jurisdiction of Execution
V Crime Committed

u O C C U p a t | O n : V1 Method of Execution

Date: Day

“Student”

Date: Month

= “Banana Dealer” te: vons
= “Beef Carrier”
= “Goat Herder”
= “Tiecutter”

= “Tourist”




Metadata Decisions

= QOccupation:

“Armed robber”
“Asylum Escapee”
“Bandit”
“Criminal”

“Cult Leader”
“Drifter”

“Gang Member”
“Lunatic”

“Male Nurse”
“Retarded”

“Slave”

Jur

Crime

IPTION LIST




PTION LIST

Metadata Decisions

= Race
= White
= Black
= Native American
= Asian-Pacific Islander
= Hispanic
= Other

= Slave

= Compensation Case
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Metadata Decisions

= “Crime Committed” -> “Crime Convicted”

ISO dates

Added Date of Conviction to Date of Execution

First and last name in individual fields

Altered Place of Execution and Jurisdiction

Including more geographic information

Sex to become Gender

Feedback welcome!



Linked Data

Samvera replaces ActiveRecord database with Fedora Commons Repository

Fedora 4 stores native linked data

Technical issue of caching URIs

Using common, standardized vocabularies




Linked Data

Crime Convicted

Should we create our own vocabulary?

Access to expertise

Different mission
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